United States Patent [
Wajs

(111 Patent Number:
[451 Date of Patent:

4,650,616
Mar. 17, 1987

[54] PROCESS FOR MAKING A SOFT CONTACT
LENS OF NATURAL PROTEINACEOUS
POLYMER(S)

[75] Inventor: Georges H. Wajs, Ivry-sur-Seine,

France
[73] Assignee: Essilor International, Cedex, France

[21] Appl. No.: 631,618

[22] Filed: Jul. 17, 1984
[30] Foreign Application Priority Data
Jun. 4, 1984 [FR] France R — 84 08710
[51] Imt. CL# B29D 11/00
[52] US.CL 264/2.6; 264/1.1;
523/106
[58] Field of Search ........c.cccoerererunen 264/1.1, 1.4, 2.6;

351/160 H; 260/117; 128/DIG. 8; 523/106

[56] References Cited
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

3,553,299 1/1971 Thiele et al. .

3,760,045 9/1973 Thiele et al. ....ovevvenrnverincnenns 264/2.3
4,260,228 4/1981 Miyata ... 260/117
4,264,155 4/1981 Miyata ... 351/160 H
4,268,131 5/1981 Miyata et al. .........couueee. 351/160 H

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
1568136 5/1980 United Kingdom .

Primary Examiner—James Lowe
Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Henry R. Lerner

[57] ABSTRACT

A starting solution comprising one or more noncrystal-
line natural proteinaceous polymers of animal or vege-
table origin is molded and gelled in a lens shaped mold
and then removed from the mold. Thereafter the gel is
crosslinked by immersion in a liquid containing a cross-
linking agent.

13 Claims, 1 Drawing Figure




